
Core Texts Additional Texts

Under the 
Moon and 
Over the Sea
John Agard
and Grace 
Nichols

Windrush Songs
James Berry

Windrush 
Child
John Agard

Things we Carry on 
the Sea
Wang Ping

Knowledge for the writer
• observe carefully and include detail, drawing on all 

your senses. Create a detailed picture in your mind 
before you begin writing.

• use powerful or unusual vocabulary, or even
create new words and phrases. Use images and 
comparisons (similes) your reader will recognise 
from their own lives. Avoid using predictable 
similes e.g hair as white as snow.

• Choose poetic style: free verse 
monologue/rap/rhyming couplets/repeated line

• Read the text aloud as you draft, to check how it 
sounds when read aloud and performed

• Edit and improve to check every word has a 
purpose, changing the vocabulary to use more 
powerful or surprising words.

Grammar Focus:
unpredictable similes rather than predictable 
similes: as white as snow – as white as the moon’s 
white flame
Personification: The waves caressed the side of the 
boat
Identify and use metaphors
Powerful and relevant synonyms for all word 
classes: walk – saunter/ blue-teal/
Punctuation: semicolons to separate a list and two 
linked sentences. Commas to mark clauses. Hypens
for compound words man eating shark – man-
eating shark. Colons to introduce a list
Sentence composition: Will not follow normal 
structures.

Year 6 – Autumn
English – Poetry

Why do people move? TH immigration, Windrush
UK places and changes over time.

Structure
- Heading
- Free verse 

monologue
- Rhyme
- Rhyming couplets
- Repeated line
- Stanzas

Language
- Senses
- Unpredictable Similes
- Metaphors
- Personification
- Alliteration
- Onomatopoeia
- Powerful and relevant 

topic related vocabulary
- Relevant synonyms
- Informal sentence 

structure and forms

Purpose/Audience
to amuse, to entertain, to reflect, to convey 
information ,to tell a story, to share knowledge or to 
pass on cultural heritage.
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